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Genesis 7:6-15—Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth. And Noah 
and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood. Pairs 
of clean and unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, male and 
female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah. And after the seven days 
the floodwaters came on the earth. In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day 
of the second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates 
of the heavens were opened. And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. On that very day 
Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of his three sons, 
entered the ark. They had with them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according 
to their kinds, every creature that moves along the ground according to its kind and every bird 
according to its kind, everything with wings. Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them 
came to Noah and entered the ark.

1.	 Make the most of every opportunity.
	 Ephesians 5:15-17—Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making 

the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the Lord’s will is.

	 Colossians 4:5—Be wise... make the most of every opportunity.

  HOW TO FINISH AND MAXIMIZE 
OUR OPPORTUNITIES



All verses quoted in New International Version unless otherwise noted.

Rewatch today’s message and download the Chart Your Course Study Guide with  
discussion questions and more on our website at bcachurch.com/messages.

2.	Seize the day in each season.
	 Acts 20:24—However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race 

and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of 
God’s grace.

	 1 Corinthians 9:24-27—Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets 
the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes 
into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that 
will last forever. Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a 
boxer beating the air. No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have 
preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.

3.	Live by priority, not pleasure.
	 2 Timothy 4:6-8—For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my 

departure is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing.

	 Galatians 6:9-10—Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap 
a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

4.	Think faithfulness, not perfection.
	 Hebrews 12:1-3—Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 

us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 
faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

	 Matthew 25:21—...Well done, good and faithful servant...

	 1 Corinthians 4:2—Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove 
faithful.


