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STUDY 
SESSION 3

Corinth: A City of Trade and Temptation

Paul’s Ministry in Corinth and His Letters to the

Church
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PAUL’S 
JOURNEY TO 
CORINTH
• Paul arrives in Corinth during his second 

missionary journey (Acts 18:1-17).

• Corinth was a major Roman trade hub, 
connecting Italy and Asia Minor.

• A city known for commerce, luxury, and 
immorality—it housed the Temple of 
Aphrodite, associated with prostitution.

• Paul stayed for 18 months, longer than in 
most cities, planting a strong church.

‘25

G
R

E
E

C
E

 &
 I

T
A

L
Y

  T
O

U
R



3

CORINTH’S CULTURE AND 
CHALLENGES

A City of Wealth, Power, and Immorality

• A multiethnic, wealthy city filled with Roman, 
Greek, and Jewish influences.

• Home to pagan temples, gladiatorial games, and 
philosophical debates.

• Temptations, divisions, and legal disputes were 
common in a challenging environment for new 
believers.

• Paul had to correct the church’s moral and 
theological confusion.
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PAUL’S WORK IN CORINTH

Paul’s Ministry and Mission in Corinth

• Paul worked as a tentmaker with Aquila and 
Priscilla (Acts 18:1-3).

• Preached in the synagogue until opposition 
arose.

• The Lord encouraged Paul in a vision: "Do not 
be afraid... for I have many people in this city" 
(Acts 18:9-10).

• Baptized believers, including Crispus, the 
synagogue leader.

• Eventually faced opposition from Jewish leaders 
and Roman officials.
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PAUL’S LETTERS TO 
THE CORINTHIANS

Addressing the Church’s Struggles

• Paul wrote 1 and 2 Corinthians to address 
division, sin, and theological misunderstandings.

• Topics in 1 Corinthians:

• Church unity (1 Cor. 1:10-13)

• Sexual immorality (1 Cor. 5-6)

• Marriage and singleness (1 Cor. 7)

• Spiritual gifts and love (1 Cor. 12-13)

• Resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 15)

• 2 Corinthians is more personal and pastoral, 
focusing on suffering, weakness, and God’s 
power.
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KEY LESSONS FROM PAUL’S LETTERS

Lessons for the Church Today

• Unity over division – The Corinthian church 
was divided by status, wealth, and spiritual gifts.

• Sexual purity matters – Corinth’s culture 
normalized immorality, but Paul called for 
holiness.

• Love above all – Paul’s famous chapter on love 
(1 Cor. 13) teaches that without love, even 
spiritual gifts are meaningless.

• Hope in Christ’s resurrection – The foundation 
of faith is the victory of Jesus over death (1 Cor. 
15).
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DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS

• What can we learn from Paul’s strategy in 

Corinth for sharing our faith today?

• How do the challenges Corinthian believers faced 

compare to our society today?

• How can we stay faithful in a world of 

distractions and temptations?

• How does Paul’s emphasis on unity and love 

apply to the modern church?
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REFLECTION & APPLICATION

HOW ARE WE LIKE 
CORINTH?

Is our world filled with materialism, 
division, and moral compromise? What 
else is similar?

KEY TAKEAWAYS

Paul engaged the culture without 
compromising the Gospel—how can 
we do the same?

Challenge: How can we practice love, 
holiness, and unity in today’s church?
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Q & A TIME
h t t p s : / / b c a c h u r c h . c o m / w a l k i n g - i n - t h e - f o o t s t e p s - o f - t h e - a p o s t l e - p a u l /

PASTOR ROB & LISA

+1 (425) 923-0380

lisac@bcachurch.com
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https://bcachurch.com/walking-in-the-footsteps-of-the-apostle-paul/
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STUDY RESOURCES
Bandy, A. S. (2021). An illustrated guide to the Apostle Paul: His life, ministry, and missionary journeys. Baker Books.

Fant, C. E., & Reddish, M. G. (2003). A guide to biblical sites in Greece and Turkey. Oxford University Press.

Rose Publishing. (2021). The life of the Apostle Paul: 200 key facts at a glance. Rose Publishing.

Swindoll, C. R. (2009). Great lives: Paul: A man of grace and grit. Thomas Nelson.

The Holy Bible. (2013). New International Version (NIV). Zondervan.
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